
ADDRESS AT THE MEMORIAL SERVICE OF JUSTICE FIKILE BAM 
(WALTER SISULU HALL, RANDBURG – 21 DECEMBER 2011)
The Bam Family

Comrades and Friends

Distinguished Guests

As we gather at this solemn ceremony, I wish to extend on behalf of Premier Nomvula Mokonyane; the Gauteng Provincial Government; and myself, our sincere and heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of the late Judge President of the Land Claims Court, Fikile Charles Bam. We share your loss. It is our hope that our shared grief will lessen your pain. Even as we grieve the passing on of a true South African patriot, I am certain that I will be echoing what is in the hearts of many who are gathered here today, when I say that we are here not to mourn the death of Judge Bam; but rather to celebrate the life of a wonderful and gentle human being.  
I deem it an honour to be called upon to pay homage to this great warrior of our people; a legal giant, and a man of stature and moral rectitude. Justice Bam, affectionately known to many as “Bra Fiks”, epitomized the traits of a well-rounded person; astute as ever; a man known for his attention to detail, but not pedantic. He was modest and unassuming at all times. He lived his political and legal life with tenacity and vigour. Yet, he was a man who sought inner peace and tranquillity in his daily life.
In his youth, Justice Bam was a member of the Yu Chi Chan Club, a reading group studying the art of Chinese guerrilla warfare. He was arrested together with Neville Alexander, Lionel Davis, Leslie van der Heyden and Don Davis for their so-called ‘subversive activities’ and sentenced to ten years imprisonment on Robben Island. He served his sentence in Cell 24 in B Section of Robben Island together with former President Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu, Herman Toivo ya Toivo (SWAPO), Ahmed Kathrada, James April, Laloo “Isu” Chiba and several other prominent political prisoners. 
They say that if you really want to know the true traits of a man, speak to a fellow prisoner. All of his life’s secrets will be laid bare in a second. That is exactly what I did when preparing for this tribute. But I am pleased to report that fellow prisoners have had only good things to say about Judge Bam. This is what Ahmed Kathrada had to say to his family, when he heard about his death:    
There were 25 - 30 of us staying in this Section and (we were) completely isolated from the hundreds of prisoners who were housed in the Communal Sections. It did not take long before we were able to share experiences about the outside world, and soon we found there were common interests that brought us into closer contact and friendship. Fiks was warm, affable, caring, compassionate and easy to relate to. These were the qualities that enhanced and enriched our lives on the Island and led to his appointment as the first Chairperson of the Prison Committee that looked after our interests as prisoners. These qualities have endured over time, and even recently, when Laloo Chiba was in hospital, Fiks took time off from his busy schedule to visit him there... His measured temperament and great integrity made him an ideal candidate for (his position as Judge President of the Land Claims Court), which he served with distinction.
It was his broad-mindedness that made him see across the ideological divide both inside and outside of prison, and to work in the common interests of all. Judge Bam’s dogged resolve to rid our society of poverty, disease, landlessness and hopelessness will be remembered for many years to come. He always exhibited an attitude of selflessness, zealously doing something for someone somewhere. 

Judge Bam’s qualities as an honest, fair and wise thinker are evident from the words of comfort that have been conveyed from across the political spectrum to his family and friends since his passing on. He served a wide and impressive array of organisations in business, education, civil society and in the legal fraternity; which list is too long to read out here.   

To his immediate family, his wife, Xoliswa, and children - we say, be strong. Judge Bam lived a life worthy of a hero. To his colleagues in law, remember the qualities that made the esteemed Judge such a revered servant of his people. If ever you are in doubt when making a legal judgement, seek counsel by tapping into the legacy he has left behind. As a country, we have been made poorer by this loss. But at least we can say with humility: We too were blessed enough to have lived among giants such as Judge Bam! 
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